MECHANIZED    NOMADS
the new underground railway. Soon I shall go back to my
people and teach them how to become free from their old
superstitions and the whip of the shaman'
Alexander Konstantinovitch Tychta: CI am a Gellyak.
The Gellyaks are now called Nivkhy, as they really should be
called. I was born in 1909. In 1920 I came to the region
of the Amur River and worked there in a small village for
four years. It was nearer the world than the village where
I had been born. That was far out in the taiga. But my
parents were so poor that I had to go and work for others.
Now they are collectivized and better off together with
other families. I had to go south and work for a rich
peasant. I helped him for three years. All I had to do was
to fish. I could not read nor write. His wife was a shaman.
I had to help her to beat the drum and boil the water for her
medicines and catch dogs, which she needed to brew
medicines. I did all the two asked from me, because my
head was empty and my stomach too. Once I said I wanted
to go to a school and learn to read. That day the peasant
beat me and forbade me ever to talk of it again. In 1927
I finally ran away from this kulak and soon joined the Young
Communist League. I learnt something about agriculture,
became an instructor on Sakhalien and helped to organize
collective fisheries. The Comsomol built up my personality,
My sight got clearer. I was soon out in charge of a collective
formed by forty-six family units. But I wanted to learn
more. And so I took a preparatory course for this Institute
and after five months showed such great efficiency that
I was given a money premium and sent to Nikolayevsk
on Amur, where I taught children in the school to read
and at the same time perfected my own knowledge further,
until finally I got here where I shall study to be a real
pedagogue. Please tell the world that I have been born
in darkness, but that now that I have seen the light, I
regard it as my duty to go on further and further.'
Maremjamin:  'I am twenty years old and come from the
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